REGIONAL REVIEW: MARCH 2025
STOCK NOTES

Livery change: A Great British Railways logo is to appear on rolling stock working for companies that are subsidiaries of
the Department for Transport, including Southeastern and, from May, South Western Railway. This is a red double
arrow on a blue square, separated by white lines, as on the union flag. As an economy measure, liveries will not be
changed.

Class 201: The engine of motor coach 60001 was successfully started up on 6 Feb 2025, for the first time since it was
withdrawn from service in 1986. Trailer 60501 is in blue and grey livery, as well as motor coach 60000.

Class 466: Fire-damaged unit 466037 was hauled from Gillingham to European Metal Recycling at Kingsbury (east of
Birmingham) on 6 March, followed by 466007/14/25 on 13 March. 466033 and 466043 were to be moved from
Worksop to Ely on 7 March, but got no further than Carlton-on-Trent loop (between Retford and Newark), because the
locomotive was out of coolant. The move was completed on 10 March.

Class 701: Driver training continues, but there are still very few passenger workings by class 701. A move of unit 701060
from Long Marston on 24 February got no further than Worcester, where the locomotive failed. The move to
Wimbledon Park was completed next day. Other moves of units to and from store have included:

26 February 701023 Eastleigh to Long Marston

4 March 701002 Long Marston to Wimbledon Park

5 March 701011 Eastleigh to Long Marston

11 March 701005 Long Marston to Wimbledon Park

18 March 701503+701504 Long Marston to Wimbledon Park (delayed by about an hour at Basingstoke by failure
of locomotive 69009)

24 March 701059 Eastleigh to Long Marston

Eastleigh Works: Rolling stock noted at Eastleigh Works on 22 March included locomotives 01508, 07007, 08567, 08683,
08696, 18014, 18015, 323-539-7, 43083, 43296, 43308, 47593, 47771, 47818, 50026, 55022 (D9000), 57007, 57302,
57304, 59003, 73002, 73101, 73110 and 73139. Units present were 313201, 319011, 319377, 319380, 450103, 455734,
455869, 701007, 701052, 800110, 802103 and 802004 together with loose class 442 vehicles 71822/24/29/46/48/65,
77382/88/93 and 77417. Translator vehicles 68501, 68504, 68505, 72509 and 72635 were also present. The class 319
units are in course of being scrapped.

TIMETABLES AND DIAGRAMS

Hayes Line: Following repairs to the crossover at Parks Bridge Junction the down line to Ladywell re-opened on 3 March,
allowing the normal timetable to resume.

Southeastern: Timetable changes from 18 May include:

e Some peak trains via Deal will call additionally at Thanet Parkway

e Later trains from Margate to the Canterbury West and Deal lines on Friday and Saturday evenings

e Longer trains on some peak services via Sole Street

e Various trains between Charing Cross and Maidstone East will be extended to and from Ashford, particularly
early in the morning and late in the evening.

e Some evening peak trains to Paddock Wood will run slightly later from Strood, to give more reliable connections
from St Pancras and Faversham.

e All semi-fast services between Charing Cross and Tunbridge Wells will be lengthened to 10-carriages.

e Some suburban trains via London Bridge will have additional carriages and there will be a more regular evening
peak service on the Hayes line.



INTERESTING WORKINGS

Class 201: On 17 March the three-coach part of unit 1001 (60000+60501+60116) departed St Leonards Depot at 05:35
for Ashford Down Sidings via Rye, Sevington Loop and Ashford International. It returned at 13:32 via Tonbridge and
Hastings Park Sidings.

Class 701: Unit 701041 ran a test trip during the evening on 24 March which included an unusual visit to Alton, from
22:58 t0 23:22.

English Electric: ScotRail-liveried 37401 hauled Deltic 55022 from Crewe to Eastleigh Works on 10 March for a repaint
and returned next day with a rake of Locomotive Services carriages.

CrossCountry: Over-running engineering work between Reading and Basingstoke on 10 March resulted in the 06:16

Southampton to Manchester, 06:30 Bournemouth to Manchester and 06:03 Birmingham to Bournemouth being
diverted via Havant, Guildford and Wokingham.

PERFORMANCE and INCIDENTS
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Performance Statistics: Since 6 March performance statistics have been displayed at National Rail stations in England,
showing how many trains were on time at the station and how many were cancelled for each four week period. Salfords
and Earlswood are within the ten stations with the greatest number of cancellations, in both cases 11.7% of trains
scheduled to call. This is probably because of the number of signalling and other faults in an area resignalled over forty
years ago. That often results in trains being diverted from the fast to the slow lines or vice-versa between Purley and
Gatwick Airport, in which event stops at Salfords and Earlswood are suspended.

Fatality at Surbiton: Following the death of track worker Tyler Byrne, who was struck by a train at Surbiton on 9
February 2021, the Office of Rail & Road (ORR) prosecuted Network Rail. The company pleaded guilty at Kingston-upon-
Thames Crown Court to a breach of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and has been fined £3.41m and ordered
to pay costs of £43,096.39. ORR had served two Improvement Notices on Network Rail in July 2019 requiring it to take
measures to improve the safety of track workers. ORR says that while Network Rail had made some improvements to
track worker safety arrangements at the time of Mr Byrne’s accident, its implementation across the organisation lacked
urgency.

Tuesday 25 Feb: Lack of staff at Wimbledon Park prevented some trains departing to take up service, causing
cancellations. Shunting locomotive 08511 and a wagon became derailed in sidings at Eastleigh South Junction about
09:45. Trains between Eastleigh and Fareham were diverted via St Denys until 21:00, apart from a few afternoon
services, while the locomotive was recovered. A person was hit by the 12:55 Victoria to Maidstone East at Borough
Green. The line was closed for over an hour while the individual was recovered from the track. The 13:56 from Ashford
and 14:29 from Charing Cross were diverted via Bat & Ball and some other services were cancelled. The 18:17 Cannon
Street roundabout service became stranded on the up line between Abbey Wood and Plumstead, because of a brake
failure on unit 456156. The next train, the 18.34 Cannon Street to Cannon Street, was delayed by over two hours and
following services were diverted via Bexleyheath or Sidcup until 21:30.

Wednesday 26 Feb: A track circuit failure resulted in Uckfield trains terminating and starting at Crowborough until after
11:00. The 10:20 from Weymouth was involved in a fatality at a level crossing near Moreton, causing the line to be



closed for almost three hours. A problem at Basingstoke ROC caused loss of signalling from Barnes to Reading and
branches for about forty minutes late in the evening, resulting in significant disruption.

Thursday 27 Feb: The 07:35 Grain to Colnbrook oil train was brought to a halt at Springhead Junction about 08:30,
because the points had failed set towards Ebbsfleet International. It was able to continue at 09:45, after the points had
been manually switched to the Dartford route. Following trains were delayed or cancelled and there were none from
Gravesend to St Pancras until after 11:00, when the points had been rectified.

Friday 28 Feb: There were no trains on the Isle of Wight for over two hours from 08:00, because of a broken rail. Trains
between Brighton and Southampton were subject to cancellation or diversion during the afternoon and evening,
because of a signalling failure between Farlington Junction and Cosham.

Saturday 1 March: The 08:20 Victoria to East Grinstead terminated at Oxted, because of a problem with the brakes,
blocking the line for almost two hours. Both portions of the 07:35 from Victoria to Havant and Bognor Regis lost
shoegear between Arundel and Ford. All lines were isolated while staff searched for the cause. A displaced conductor
rail was found early in the afternoon and lines reopened about 15:00 after that had been rectified. Meantime Victoria
trains terminated at West Worthing or Horsham, though some were cancelled. There were very few West Coastway
services to or from Brighton, or between Barnham and Havant. The 11:29 Charing Cross to Maidstone East was involved
in a fatality at EImstead Woods, causing the slow lines to be blocked for about 1% hours. Some trains were diverted via
New Beckenham.

Monday 3 March: Early morning trains on the Isle of Wight became stranded, because of ice on the conductor rails. The
service was suspended until 11:00. A signalling failure resulted all up trains having to use the slow line from Byfleet
Junction to Hampton Court Junction from 07:45 until after 13:00. In order to accommodate that, stopping trains from
Woking omitted calls at Weybridge, Walton-on-Thames, Hersham and Esher. A signalling fault at New Malden delayed
all down trains for four hours from 16:00.

Tuesday 4 March: A power failure on the up slow line between Forest Hill and Brockley resulted in there being no
London Overground services to Crystal Palace or West Croydon until after 07:00. Trains terminated at Surrey Quays or
were cancelled entirely. The 07:55 Horsham to Peterborough terminated at London Bridge, because of a problem with
the doors. After a delay of 35 minutes it ran empty to Hornsey Depot. The 07:56 Brighton to Bedford was stuck behind
it, but the following four Thameslink trains were diverted via platform six, which is normally used by services from
Charing Cross. A points failure between Woldingham and Oxted caused the line to be closed for an hour from 20:30.
Thursday 6 March: The 07:25 from Caterham failed at East Croydon and terminated there. There was a fire on the 15:27
Victoria to Orpington, caused by a dragging brake on unit 465907. The train terminated at Brixton and the traction
current was isolated for about half an hour, affecting the Catford Loop as well as the main line. The down main line was
blocked until 16:45, when the train was able to depart empty to Orpington sidings.

Friday 7 March: The 07:20 Waterloo to Alton, units 450076+450091, suffered a brake fault between Walton-on-Thames
and Weybridge, blocking the down slow line until after 10:00. A signalling failure at Lewisham about 15:00 resulted in
delays to trains from Blackheath towards Charing Cross or Victoria and to other trains to Charing Cross being diverted via
Parks Bridge Junction for about 1% hours.

Saturday 8 March: A signalling failure between Raynes Park and Berrylands caused significant disruption during the
evening. There were no trains via Norbiton after the 16:57 from Waterloo and none to Hampton Court between the
17:06 and 21:36. Kingston Loop trains terminated at Kingston and Shepperton trains were diverted via Richmond.
Other services were subject to delay. A points failure at Redhill about 21:30 caused delays and diversions via the Quarry
Line for the rest of the evening.

Sunday 9 March: The 14:57 to Hampton Court terminated at Earlsfield, because of a problem with the doors.

Monday 10 March: The 07:10 from Havant failed at Haslemere and terminated there, blocking platform 3 until 10:00.
The line was closed for about three hours after the 13:05 Waterloo to Weymouth was involved in a fatality at Ashurst
New Forest. Sadly, there was a second fatality, involving the 17:33 from Portsmouth Harbour between Farncombe and
Guildford. The Portsmouth line was closed until 22:00.

Tuesday 11 March: The 12:33 Portsmouth Harbour to Cardiff, which had started from Fratton because its previous
working was late, terminated at Fareham, as the result of a brake problem. As a consequence of that the 12:55
Portsmouth Harbour to Waterloo was diverted via Haslemere, instead of Winchester. The 15:04 Charing Cross to
Canterbury West terminated at Wye, because of a lineside fire. The 15:36 Charing Cross to Ramsgate, 16:37 St Pancras
to Margate and 16:49 Margate to St Pancras were diverted via Deal and some other services were delayed or cancelled.



Wednesday 12 March: The up line was closed for about two hours after the 07:20 Poole to Waterloo was involved in a
fatality at Winchester. Various trains were diverted via Havant (SWR) or Laverstock (CrossCountry). A points failure at
East Croydon about 15:00 prevented use of platform 6 (down slow) for the rest of the day. Trains were diverted to
platform 5 (slow reversible), with Watford Junction trains terminating and starting at Selhurst. Another points failure
during the evening peak at London Bridge put platform 8 (used by trains to Charing Cross) out of use, causing delays and
some cancellations. In both cases it would have been too disruptive to close lines to allow immediate repairs, which
were carried out overnight.

Thursday 13 March: Early morning trains from East Grinstead were cancelled, because of a points failure. The 16:55
Victoria to Ramsgate came to a halt between Canterbury West and Sturry after hitting an unidentified object. A search
of the track found nothing, but the brakes on the train failed. It was eventually able to continue to Sturry at 21:54.
Meantime, trains in both directions were diverted via Dover. A points failure at Shepherds Lane Junction, Brixton caused
delays and cancellations to late evening Victoria trains and suspension of services between Surrey Quays and Clapham
Junction for two hours from 22:00.

Friday 14 March: Over-running engineering work between Farnham and Alton resulted in the first train from Alton
departing at 07:23. The 08:09 from Dartford terminated at Abbey Wood, because of a track defect at Woolwich.
Following trains were diverted via Bexleyheath. Normal service resumed with the 09:39 from Dartford.

Saturday 15 March: A points failure at Woking caused delays to trains during the morning and some West of England
services terminated and started at Basingstoke.

Monday 17 March: Over-running engineering work on the Hastings line caused trains to be cancelled or delayed until
after 09:00.

Tuesday 18 March: Locomotive 59202 failed near Paddock Wood about 11:50, blocking the down main line, while
hauling an aggregate train from Whatley Quarry to Allington. An assisting locomotive was able to take the train forward
1% hours later. There was some use of the bi-directional signalling to allow following trains to run via the up line from
Tonbridge to Paddock Wood, with other services diverted via Maidstone East. A points failure on the up line at
Balcombe Tunnel Junction caused severe delays and cancellations for about four hours from 12:20. The 13:12
Littlehampton to Victoria was diverted via Crawley. There was severe disruption to Thameslink services during the
evening, because of a fire at Farringdon station.

Wednesday 19 March: Highspeed services were disrupted during the morning peak by a points failure at Springhead
Junction, that prevented trains running from Gravesend to Ebbsfleet. The points were rectified, but failed again for
about an hour during the afternoon.

Thursday 20 March: Unit 700149 suffered a brake problem near Balcombe while working the 04:58 Gatwick Airport to
Brighton and terminated at Haywards Heath 97 minutes late. A track circuit failure on the down main slow line put
platforms 1 to 3 at Waterloo out of use during the afternoon, but there were commendably few delays. The 15:37 St
Albans to Sutton made a rare diversion from Blackfriars to Tulse Hill via London Bridge and Peckham Rye, because of a
trespasser on the line.

Friday 21 March: A signalling failure on the up fast line at Thornton Heath required trains to be diverted to the up slow
line during the morning peak. The 06:04 and 06.36 from East Grinstead were diverted via Crystal Palace.

Monday 24 March: The Woolwich line was closed from early morning into the afternoon after a body was found near
Erith. Police investigations always take longer if the death has not been witnessed. Trains were diverted via
Bexleyheath or Sidcup.

AROUND THE REGION

Terminal Tours: As part of the Rail 200 celebrations, Network Rail is offering guided tours of London Bridge, Victoria and
Waterloo stations. Each tour lasts about two hours and costs £25. Tours are booked through the following links to
Eventbrite:

e London Bridge https://tinyurl.com/mshpcass
e Victoria https://tinyurl.com/3rfntd5z
e Waterloo https://tinyurl.com/yc5ndsck



https://tinyurl.com/mshpcass
https://tinyurl.com/3rfntd5z
https://tinyurl.com/yc5ndsck

Blackheath: There is a further closure of Blackheath Tunnel from 18 May to 27 July 2025 in order to continue the
refurbishment work that started last year.

Redhill: The disused and partly-dismantled mail bridge was removed on 9 March.

Berrylands: The platforms at Berrylands station are to be reconstructed.

Netley Line: The line between Fareham and St Denys will be closed from 12 to 20 April. This is principally to install a
steel pile retaining wall to stabilise a cutting between Fareham and Swanwick. The opportunity is being taken to
strengthen the footbridge at Hamble and replace the timbers that support the rails on the Itchen viaduct with fibre-
reinforced foamed urethane. There will also be vegetation management and general maintenance.

Salisbury: Work to improve the forecourt at Salisbury station has led to the discovery of forgotten tunnels and cellars

below the station. ltems of old signalling equipment have been found and it appears that some of the space was used
for storing barrels of beer and cider.
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